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8Chapter 8:  Culture


What did Richard Lee learn about the social relations among the !Kung?

Edward Tylor’s definition of culture

Norms and Values

Enculturation is the process by which a person learns the requirements of the culture by which he or she is surrounded, and acquires values and behaviours that are appropriate or necessary in that culture. As part of this process, the influences which limit, direct, or shape the individual (whether deliberately or not) include parents, other adults, and peers. If successful, enculturation results in competence in the language, values and rituals of the culture. 

Culture is …. (characteristics)

Is culture always positively adaptive (examples)?

Different levels of Culture and fluidity between these levels

Ethnocentrism is the tendency to believe that one's ethnic or cultural group is centrally important, and that all other groups are measured in relation to one's own. 

Cultural relativism is the principle that an individual human's beliefs and activities should be understood in terms of his or her own culture. 

Ethics and Methods in Cultural Anthropology

Anthropology as a Holistic Discipline

Ethnography (Greek ἔθνος ethnos = folk/people and γράφειν graphein = writing) is a branch within anthropology and in sociology.[1] It is a methodological strategy used to provide descriptions of human societies, which as a methodology does not prescribe any particular method (e.g. observation, interview, questionnaire), but instead prescribes the nature of the study (i.e. to describe people through writing) [2]. In the biological sciences, this type of study might be called a "field study" or a "case report," both of which are used as common synonyms for "ethnography" 

One of the most common methods for collecting data in an ethnographic study is direct, first-hand observation of daily participation. This can include participant observation. Another common method is interviewing, which may include conversation with different levels of form and can involve small talk to long interviews. A particular approach to transcribing interview data might be genealogical method. This is a set of procedures by which ethnographers discover and record connections of kinship, descent and marriage using diagrams and symbols. Questionnaires can be used to aid the discovery of local beliefs and perceptions and in the case of longitudinal research, where there is continuous long-term study of an area or site, they can act as valid instrument for measuring changes in the individuals or groups studied. 

What field practice sets Anthropology apart from other social sciences?

Acculturation is the exchange of cultural features that results when groups of individuals having different cultures come into continuous first hand contact 

What is the importance of building rapport?

How do field methods differ from those of sociology?

What value do life histories have for ethnographies?

What are some of the concerns when working with Key Informants?

Emic vs. Etic knowledge

An "emic" account is a description of behavior or a belief in terms meaningful (consciously or unconsciously) to the actor; that is, an emic account comes from a person within the culture. Almost anything from within a culture can provide an emic account. 

An "etic" account is a description of a behavior or belief by an observer, in terms that can be applied to other cultures; that is, an etic account is '"culturally neutral". 

Chapter 7/8:  Ethnicity and Race

What is Ethnicity?

recognition of common cultural, linguistic, religious, behavioural traits as indicators of contrast to other groups 

How does Ethnicity differ from “race”?

Ethnicity is one status of an individual.

What are other statuses?

Ascribed vs. Achieved Status

How are wealth, prestige, and power related to ethnicity and “race”?

“Race” as a cultural construct

What problems exist with “racial” categories in the census?

How is “race” related to social stratification and intelligence?


Color-Blind Racism

The Understanding Race Video

The Modern Nation-State and Imagined Communities

The Nation-State and Ethnic Conflict

American National Culture (examples)

Incorporating immigrants into society – 2 models


Multi-cultural vs. Assimilation


Chapter 9:  Language and Communication

How is language a symbol system?

Define Animal Call Systems and how they differ from Human Language?

Kinesics, Proxemics, and Paralanguage

What is the difference between a Phoneme and a Morpheme?

Historical linguistics – Glottochronology and Loan Words

Focal Vocabulary

Is language static?  

Language Loss and Revival

Ethnolinguistics

Sociolinguistics – Linguistic Performance

What defines a dialect?

Pidgin vs. Creole

How does language use vary with Gender? 

How is language related to social stratification?


African-American Vernacular English (AAVE)

Chapter 10:  Social Identity, Personality, and Gender

Variation in child rearing practices?


Independent vs. Dependent

What is the difference between Gender and Sex?

Sexuality and Culture

The Sambia

Intersexual, Transgender v. Transsexual

The Hijra, Fa’afafines, Native American Two-Spirit people

Chapter 11:  Subsistence and Exchange

What do we mean by an adaptive system?

Compare and Contrast the 5 Adaptive Systems we discussed in class.

(Foraging, Pastoralism, Horticulture/Extensive Agriculture, Intensive Agriculture, Industrial Agriculture) 

Define Economic System

How does an economic system shape our values?

Mode of Production and Means of Production

How do different groups organize labor?


Age, Gender, Specialization


Gender Role

Gender Stereotypes and Stratification

How do gender relations vary with adaptive system?

Public-Private Dichotomy

How are gender relations impacted by Patrilineal and Matrilineal descent?


How do goods get distributed and exchanged?  (3 types of exchange)

Movie on the Trobriand Islands (Women’s Wealth)

Chapter 12:  Sex, Marriage, and Family

Kinship Terminology


Matrilineal, Patrilineal, Bilateral


Matrilocal, Patrilocal, Neolocal

How have Industrialism and the Modern (and Post-Modern) world changed family organization?

“Death without Weeping”

Importance of Descent Groups in nonindustrial societies

Chapter 13:  Kinship and Other Methods of Grouping

Importance of Marriage

Exogamous vs. Endogamous marriage restrictions

The Incest Taboo


Universal BUT definition is culturally determined


4 Explanations


Exceptions and why?

Polygamy


Polygyny vs. Polyandry

Chapter 14:  Politics, Power, and Violence

Political Organization

What is Political Ideology and why is it important?

How do political systems vary with adaptive systems?

Band characteristics - egalitarianism

Tribe characteristics - Big-Man

Chiefdom characteristics – beginnings of stratified society (Trobriand Islands)

The State and Stratified Society

Characteristics of the State

What are the four specialized functions of States?

What are the 3 fields of Social Control?

Chapter 15:  Spirituality, Religion, and the Supernatural

Worldview

What is Religion (2 definitions)?

What are the general functions of religion in Society?

Animism

Religious Specialists – Priests vs. Shamans (Hierarchical vs. Communal Societies)

How does religion provide people with Order and Meaning?

Rituals

3 Phases of Rites of Passage – Shared characteristics of Liminality and its social role

Religion as a form of social control – Sacred Narratives/Myths

Religions as response to Social Change


Fundamentalism


Cargo Cults

Chapter 16:  Global Changes and the Role of Anthropology

What is the Modern World System?

What is World Systems Theory?

Core, Periphery, Semi-Periphery

The Industrial Revolution (see Dr. Papavasiliou’s Lecture)


What was it and how did it change the world?



Shift to Wage Labor



Unparalleled use of Energy and Increase in Specialization



Production to increase CAPITAL

What does the Means of Production mean (see above) and how do the Means of Production change with the Industrial Revolution?

What are some of the social and environmental problems that arose from global, industrial economy?

Multinational Corporations and exploitation

Colonialism and Development

Colonialism Period (Denis’ Lecture)

Imperialism Period


How is Imperialism related to the Industrial Revolution?

The extent of the European Empires


How was the concept of the “White Man’s Burden” related to Imperialism?

The Legacy of Colonialism


For Anthropological Research (Gillian’s Lecture)

Structural Power and Structural Violence (“The Anthropology of Structural Violence” Paul Farmer)

Innovation, Diffusion, and Culture Loss (in book)


Acculturation (syncretism), Ethnocide, and Genocide

What is the Intervention Philosophy?

How does it impact the effectiveness of Development projects?

What are some of the problems with poorly designed Development projects?


Overinnovation


Underdifferentiation


Indigenous People

What is Neoliberalism – its tenets, when did it emerge?

How is Neoliberalism related to development strategies?

Development Anthropology


How does the ethnographic method help development projects?


Equity – why is equity important on the global scale?


What are the 4 aspects of a “Culturally Compatible” Development Project?



Structural Violence (see above)

Globalization – Is the world coming together or apart?


Overpopulation and Poverty


Hunger and Obesity


Pollution

Modernization

Globalization in the “Underdeveloped” World

“The Price of Progress” article

What are “Weapons of the Weak”? 

Cultural Imperialism – notion that Global influences flow from the West to the rest is incorrect (as we discussed in class) and is more complex – remember Trobriand Cricket Game

Multiculturalism and its importance for American and Global Society

